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GATHERING

We gather as the body of Christ to encounter God in worship.

Prelude

Welcome and Announcements

Introit

Call to Worship
Shout with joy,

for God has blessed us.

Sing with praise,
for God is here.
Worship and pray,
for God is listening.
Prayer of the Day
*Hymn No. 450

Call to Confession

Unison Prayer of Confession

l-

“Be Thou My Vision”
Arr. Carol Tornquist
Kay Wildman, piano

Jon Farrell-Higgins
“You Satisfy the Hungry Heart”
Robert F. Kreuz

Trinity Heritage Choir
Kay Graham Scott, piano

“Be Thou My Vision”




Almighty God, you love us, but we have not loved you. You call, but
we have not listened. We walk away from neighbors in need, wrapped
in our own concerns. We condone evil, prejudice, warfare, and greed.
God of grace, help us to admit our sin, so that as you come to us in
mercy, we may repent, turn to you, and receive forgiveness; through
Jesus Christ our redeemer.

(Time for silent confession.)

Assurance of Forgiveness Rev. Meredith Kemp-Pappan
People of God, hear and believe the good news:
Christ came to bring healing, forgiveness, and new life
to all who sin and suffer.
In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!

The Peace
*Sung Response Hymn No. 581 “Glory Be to the Father”
THE WORD
The Word of God in scripture and interpreted in proclamation is the center of
worship.
Prayer for lllumination
First Reading Romans 4: 13-25

THE MESSAGE
That famous promise God gave Abraham—that he and his children would
possess the earth—was not given because of something Abraham did or
would do. It was based on God’s decision to put everything together for
him, which Abraham then entered when he believed. If those who get what
God gives them only get it by doing everything they are told to do and filling
out all the right forms properly signed, that eliminates personal trust
completely and turns the promise into an ironclad contract! That's not a
holy promise; that’s a business deal. A contract drawn up by a hard-nosed
lawyer and with plenty of fine print only makes sure that you will never be
able to collect. But if there is no contract in the first place, simply a
promise—and God’s promise at that—you can’t break it.
This is why the fulfillment of God’s promise depends entirely on trusting
God and his way, and then simply embracing him and what he does. God'’s
promise arrives as pure gift. That’s the only way everyone can be sure to
get in on it, those who keep the religious traditions and those who have




never heard of them. For Abraham is father of us all. He is not our racial
father—that’s reading the story backward. He is our faith father.

We call Abraham “father” not because he got God'’s attention by living like a
saint, but because God made something out of Abraham when he was a
nobody. Isn’t that what we’ve always read in Scripture, God saying to
Abraham, “| set you up as father of many peoples”? Abraham was first
named “father” and then became a father because he dared to trust God to
do what only God could do: raise the dead to life, with a word make
something out of nothing. When everything was hopeless, Abraham
believed anyway, deciding to live not on the basis of what he saw he
couldn’t do but on what God said he would do. And so he was made father
of a multitude of peoples. God himself said to him, “You’re going to have a
big family, Abraham!”

Abraham didn’t focus on his own impotence and say, “It's hopeless. This
hundred-year-old body could never father a child.” Nor did he survey
Sarah’s decades of infertility and give up. He didn’t tiptoe around God'’s
promise asking cautiously skeptical questions. He plunged into the promise
and came up strong, ready for God, sure that God would make good on
what he had said. That’s why it is said, “Abraham was declared fit before
God by trusting God to set him right.” But it’s not just Abraham; it’s also us!
The same thing gets said about us when we embrace and believe the One
who brought Jesus to life when the conditions were equally hopeless. The
sacrificed Jesus made us fit for God, set us right with God.

The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Anthem “Lord of the Dance”
Arr. Don Hart

Trinity Heritage Choir

Second Reading Genesis 12: 1-9
CEB

The LORD said to Abram, “Leave your land, your family, and your father’'s
household for the land that | will show you. | will make of you a great nation
and will bless you. | will make your name respected, and you will be a
blessing. | will bless those who bless you, those who curse you | will curse;
all the families of the earth will be blessed because of you.”

Abram left just as the LORD told him, and Lot went with him. Now Abram
was 75 years old when he left Haran. Abram took his wife Sarai, his
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nephew Lot, all of their possessions, and those who became members of
their household in Haran; and they set out for the land of Canaan. When
they arrived in Canaan, Abram traveled through the land as far as the
sacred place at Shechem, at the oak of Moreh. The Canaanites lived in the
land at that time. The LORD appeared to Abram and said, “I give this land to
your descendants,” so Abram built an altar there to the LORD who appeared
to him. From there he traveled toward the mountains east of Bethel, and
pitched his tent with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east. There he built
an altar to the LORD and worshipped in the LORD’s name. Then Abram set
out toward the arid southern plain, making and breaking camp as he went.

The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Sermon “Promised Blessings” Rev. Meredith Kemp-Pappan

RESPONSE TO THE WORD
We respond to the Word of God in prayer and by offering ourselves and our
substance.

*Hymn No. 515, vv.1-3 ‘I Come With Joy”

*Affirmation of Faith from A Brief Statement of Faith
We trust in God,
whom Jesus called Abba, Father.

In sovereign love God created the world good
and makes everyone equally in God’s image,
male and female, of every race and people,

to live as one community.

In everlasting love,

the God of Abraham and Sarah chose a covenant people
to bless all families of the earth.

Hearing their cry,

God delivered the children of Israel

from the house of bondage.

Loving us still,

God makes us heirs with Christ of the covenant.

Like a mother who will not forsake her nursing child,

like a father who runs to welcome the prodigal come, God is faithful
still.




Prayers of the People
Invitation to Offering
Offertory “Picardy”
Charles Callahan
Brad Stipcak, organ
*Doxology Hymn No. 607 “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”

*Prayer of Dedication

Celebration of the Lord’s Supper
By sharing the cup and the loaf, we recall God’s everlasting covenant with us.

Invitation to the Table

Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Lord's Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen.

Breaking of the Bread

Communion of the People

Music During Communion “Let Us Break Bread Together on Our Knees”
Charles Callahan

Brad Stipcak, organ

Prayer After Communion




SENDING FORTH
Worship equips us to go forth to serve God in the world.

*Hymn No. 838 vw. 1, 2, 4 “Standing on the Promises”

*Charge and Blessing
*Sung Response TFWS 2241 (screens) “The Spirit Sends us Forth to Serve”

The Spirit sends us forth to serve; we go in Jesus’ name
To bring glad tidings to the poor, God’s favor to proclaim.

*Postlude “Prelude on a Welsh Theme”
Gordon Young
Brad Stipcak, organ

*Please rise in body or spirit.

Participants in worship:

Rev. Meredith Kemp-Pappan, Preacher
Jon Farrell Higgins, Liturgist

Brad Stipcak, Dir. Of Music, organ

Kay Graham Scott, piano

Kay Wildman, piano

Anton Ahrens, Audio/Visual

Peter Blum, Audio/Visual

Matt Blum, Audio/Visual
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