Trinity Presbyterian Church
September 21, 2025

GATHERING
We gather as the body of Christ to encounter God in worship.

Prelude “Jesus, Lover of My Soul”
Charles Wesley

Jaron Marcus, piano

Welcome and Announcements Marvin Burris
Introit “Seek Ye First”

Karen Lafferty
Trinity Heritage Choir

Call to Worship
When we are surrounded on every side, wondering which way is up and
which way is down...
Help us, God, for the glory of your name.
When we question which way to go and how to follow God’s path for us...
Help us, God, for the glory of your name.
When we find our rest in God and long for others to know the sweet peace of
God’s embrace...
Help us, God, for the glory of your name.
Today, as we gather for worship, may we come ready to listen and discern
God’s help that meets us right where we are.
Help us, God, to receive your help and to extend your help to our
neighbors, all for the glory of your name.

Prayer of the Day
*Hymn No. 187 (vv. 1,2 & 4) “Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us”

Call to Confession

Unison Prayer of Confession Congregation
God, our refuge, you lift up the lowly and hold out hope to the
hopeless.

Yet we who receive your grace so freely do not follow your example.
We are quick to judge, eager to criticize, slow to show mercy.
We gather and keep for ourselves what was meant to be shared.
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We diminish and dehumanize those around us.
God of us all, hear this confession. Receive it.
We ask for your forgiveness. Amen.

Time for silent confession.
Sung Response GTG 466 “Come and Fill Our Hearts”

Assurance of Forgiveness (lsaiah 43:1) Rev. Carol Shannahan
Do not fear, for | have redeemed you;
| have called you by name, you are mine.
In the name of Jesus Christ,
We are forgiven! Amen.

*Sung Response Hymn No. 581 “Glory Be to the Father”
THE WORD
The Word of God in scripture and interpreted in proclamation is the center of
worship.
Sermon on the Steps Bev Thompson
Hymn No. 288 “Spirit of the Living God”

Prayer for lllumination

First Scripture Reading 1Timothy 2:1-7 (NRSV)
First of all, then, | urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and
thanksgivings be made for everyone, for kings and all who are in high
positions, so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness
and dignity. This is right and acceptable before God our Savior, who
desires everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.
For there is one God; there is also one mediator between God and
humankind, Christ Jesus, himself human, who gave himself a ransom for all
—this was attested at the right time. For this | was appointed a herald and
an apostle (I am telling the truth; | am not lying), a teacher of the gentiles in
faith and truth.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Anthem “Gracious Spirit Dwell With Me”
arr. K. Lee Scott
Trinity Heritage Choir




CENTERING WORDS
How do you manage your time in a day? Week? Month?
What do you work on hardest during a day? Week? Month?
What or where do you feel God leading you today?
What shrewd and creative steps could you take now to help bring that into reality?

Second Scripture Reading Luke 16: 1-13 (NRSV)
Then Jesus said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a
manager, and charges were brought to him that this man was squandering
his property. So he summoned him and said to him, ‘What is this that | hear
about you? Give me an accounting of your management because you
cannot be my manager any longer.” Then the manager said to himself, ‘What
will | do, now that my master is taking the position away from me? | am not
strong enough to dig, and | am ashamed to beg. | have decided what to do
so that, when | am dismissed as manager, people may welcome me into
their homes.” So, summoning his master’s debtors one by one, he asked the
first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’ He answered, ‘A hundred jugs of
olive oil.” He said to him, “Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it
fifty.” Then he asked another, ‘And how much do you owe?’ He replied, ‘A
hundred containers of wheat.” He said to him, “Take your bill and make it
eighty.” And his master commended the dishonest manager because he had
acted shrewdly, for the children of this age are more shrewd in dealing with
their own generation than are the children of light. And | tell you, make
friends for yourselves by means of dishonest wealth so that when it is gone
they may welcome you into the eternal homes.

“Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much, and whoever is
dishonest in a very little is dishonest also in much. If, then, you have not
been faithful with the dishonest wealth, who will entrust to you the true
riches? And if you have not been faithful with what belongs to another, who
will give you what is your own? No slave can serve two masters, for a slave
will either hate the one and love the other or be devoted to the one and
despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.”

Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon What if We Get it Right?
Rev. Carol A Shannahan

RESPONSE TO THE WORD
We respond to the Word of God in prayer and by offering ourselves and our
substance.
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*Hymn No. 684 “Faith Begins by Letting Go”

Affirmation of faith (From a Brief Statement of Faith)
We trust in God the Holy Spirit,
everywhere the giver and renewer of life.
The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith,
sets us free to accept ourselves and to love God and neighbor,
and binds us together with all believers
in the one body of Christ, the Church.
The same Spirit
who inspired the prophets and apostles
rules our faith and life in Christ through Scripture,
engages us through the Word proclaimed,
claims us in the waters of baptism,
feeds us with the bread of life and the cup of salvation,
and calls women and men to all ministries of the church.
In a broken and fearful world
the Spirit gives us courage
to pray without ceasing,
to withess among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior,
to unmask idolatries in Church and culture,
to hear the voices of peoples long silenced,
and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace.

Prayers of the People

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen.

Invitation to the Offering
Offertory Brad Stipcak, organ

*Doxology (Hymn No. 607) “Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow”
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow
Praise Christ, all people here below;
Praise Holy Spirit evermore;
Praise Triune God whom we adore.
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*Prayer of Dedication

SENDING FORTH
Worship equips us to go forth to serve God in the world.

*Hymn No. 761 (vv. 1,2 & 4) “Called as Partners in Christ’s Service"
*Charge and Blessing
*Sung Response (screens) “Go Now in Peace”

*Postlude “Go to the World!”
R. Vaughan Williams
Brad Stipcak, organ

*Please rise in body or spirit.

Participants in worship:

Rev. Carol Shannahan, Presider
Marvin Burris, Liturgist

Bev Thompson, Sermon on the Steps
Brad Stipcak, organ & Dir. Of Music
Jaron Marcus, piano

Anton Ahrens, Audio/Visual

Peter Sandquist, Audio/Visual

Matt Blum, Audio/Visual
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