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Trinity Presbyterian Church  
Twelfth Sunday After Pentecost 

August 31, 2025 
 
 
 

    GATHERING 
We gather as the body of Christ to encounter God in worship. 

 
Prelude Jaron Marcus, piano 

 

CENTERING WORDS 
What do we depend on during the dry times in our faith? 

Do you see Jesus in the other people you encounter? 
How do others see Jesus in you? 

   
Welcome and Announcements   Craig Neuenswander 

 
Call to Worship    

In this safe place, come!  Let’s lift our voices to praise God! 
We rejoice in the One who cares for all creation. 
We eagerly anticipate growing in faith as we worship the Lord. 
It is this God who yearns to lead us; 
this God who wants to satisfy us with sweet honey and finest wheat. 
So let us worship God! 

 
Prayer of the Day   

 
*Hymn No. 56                                           “Sing Out with Joy to God Our Strength”
   
Call to Confession   
 
Unison Prayer of Confession   Congregation 

Merciful God, in Jesus, you show us a way that is humble 
and that seeks the good of others.  We confess that we go our own 
way; 
we elevate ourselves and ignore the needs of others. 
Free us from the temptation to pursue our own pleasure only. 
Help us to live in harmony with all your people, 
sharing one world and eating around one table, 
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Savior. 

      Time for silent confession. 
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Assurance of Forgiveness     Rev. Carol Shannahan 
With abundant grace and mercy that reaches wide, 
God gathers us and cleanses us, 
making us new, making us whole. 
This is good news! 
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! 

 
*Sung Response Hymn No. 435, v. 1  “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy” 
 

THE WORD     
The Word of God in scripture and interpreted in proclamation is the center of 

worship. 

 
Prayer for Illumination  
 
First Scripture Reading   Jeremiah 2: 4-14 (NIV) 

Hear the word of the Lord, you descendants of Jacob, 
    all you clans of Israel. 
This is what the Lord says: 
“What fault did your ancestors find in me, 
    that they strayed so far from me? 
They followed worthless idols 
    and became worthless themselves. 
They did not ask, ‘Where is the Lord, 
    who brought us up out of Egypt 
and led us through the barren wilderness, 
    through a land of deserts and ravines, 
a land of drought and utter darkness, 
    a land where no one travels and no one lives?’ 
 I brought you into a fertile land 
    to eat its fruit and rich produce. 
But you came and defiled my land 
    and made my inheritance detestable. 
The priests did not ask, 
    ‘Where is the Lord?’ 
Those who deal with the law did not know me; 
    the leaders rebelled against me. 
The prophets prophesied by Baal, 
    following worthless idols. 
 “Therefore I bring charges against you again,” 
declares the Lord. 
    “And I will bring charges against your children’s children. 
Cross over to the coasts of Cyprus and look, 
    send to Kedar and observe closely; 
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    see if there has ever been anything like this: 
Has a nation ever changed its gods? 
    (Yet they are not gods at all.) 
But my people have exchanged their glorious God 
    for worthless idols. 
Be appalled at this, you heavens, 
    and shudder with great horror,” 
declares the Lord. 
 “My people have committed two sins: 
They have forsaken me, 
    the spring of living water, 
and have dug their own cisterns, 
    broken cisterns that cannot hold water. 
 
This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Second Scripture Reading   Luke 14: 1, 7-14 (NIV) 

One Sabbath, when Jesus went to eat in the house of a prominent 
Pharisee, he was being carefully watched.   
 When he noticed how the guests picked the places of honor at the table, he 
told them this parable: “When someone invites you to a wedding feast, do 
not take the place of honor, for a person more distinguished than you may 
have been invited.  If so, the host who invited both of you will come and say 
to you, ‘Give this person your seat.’ Then, humiliated, you will have to take 
the least important place.  But when you are invited, take the lowest place, 
so that when your host comes, he will say to you, ‘Friend, move up to a 
better place.’ Then you will be honored in the presence of all the other 
guests.  For all those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who 
humble themselves will be exalted.” 
Then Jesus said to his host, “When you give a luncheon or dinner, do not 
invite your friends, your brothers or sisters, your relatives, or your rich 
neighbors; if you do, they may invite you back and so you will be repaid. But 
when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the 
blind,  and you will be blessed. Although they cannot repay you, you will be 
repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.” 
 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon:  No DIY Discipleship Rev. Carol A Shannahan 
 

RESPONSE TO THE WORD 
We respond to the Word of God in prayer and by offering ourselves and our 

substance. 
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*Hymn No. 301 (vv. 1,2 & 5)   “Let Us Build a House” 
 
Affirmation of faith                          (Book of Common Worship, Philippians 2:5-11) 

Christ Jesus, though he was in the form of God, 
did not regard equality with God 
as something to be exploited, 
but emptied himself, 
taking the form of a slave, 
being born in human likeness. 
And being found in human form 
he humbled himself 
and became obedient to the point of death— 
even death on a cross. 
Therefore, God also highly exalted him 
and gave him the name that is above every name, 
so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, 
in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
and every tongue should confess to the glory of God: 
Jesus Christ is Lord! Amen. 

 
Prayers of the People  
 
Lord’s Prayer   

        Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen. 

 
Invitation to the Offering 

 
Offertory                 Jaron Marcus, piano 
 
*Doxology (Hymn No. 607)            “Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow”     

  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow   
Praise Christ, all people here below;  
Praise Holy Spirit evermore; 
Praise Triune God whom we adore.  

 
*Prayer of Dedication     
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SENDING FORTH 
Worship equips us to go forth to serve God in the world. 

 
*Hymn No. 767 (vv. 1,2 & 4) “Together We Serve" 
    
 *Charge and Blessing   

 
*Sung Response Hymn No. 601  “AMEN” 
    
*Postlude                                             Jaron Marcus, piano 
 
*Please rise in body or spirit. 

 
 
Participants in worship: 
Rev. Carol Shannahan Presider 
Craig Neuenswander, Liturgist 
Jaron Marcus, piano 
Anton Ahrens, Audio/Visual 
Peter Sandquist, Audio/Visual  
Matt Blum, Audio/Visual 
   
  Words to hymns reprinted with permission under Onelicense.net # A-715286 
CCLI Songs-1205798;  CCLI Streaming-20738157 
 


