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The Preservation of Truth

GATHERING
Attending to the Maintenance of Divine Worship.

Prelude Jaron Marcus, piano
Welcome and Announcements Meredith Snepp
Responsive Call to Worship

The truth of the Lord endures forever.

God’s word is a lamp to our feet and a light to our path.

We gather to hear, speak, and live God’s truth.

Let us worship the One who is the Way, the Truth, and the Life.
Prayer of the Day

1-4




*Hymn No. 307 “God of Grace and God of Glory”
Call to Confession

Unison Prayer of Confession
Merciful God, you call us to walk in truth, yet we often cling to
falsehoods, seek our own comfort over your wisdom, and silence the
voice of your Spirit. Forgive us when we distort your word or ignore
your call. Lead us again into the truth that sets us free. In Jesus’ name
we pray. Amen.
(A time for silent confession is observed)

Assurance of Forgiveness Rev. Sandra Nichols
Hear the good news: In Christ, the truth has been made flesh and dwells
among us. Anyone in Christ is a new creation. The old life is gone; a new
life has begun. Friends, believe the good news of the gospel: In Jesus
Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God. Amen.

*Sung Response No. 435 (v. 1) “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy”

THE WORD
Attending the Proclamation of the Gospel for the Salvation of Humankind

Prayer for lllumination

First Lesson Isaiah 45: 18-19 CEB
For this is what the LORD said, who created the heavens,
who is God,

who formed the earth and made it,
who established it,
who didn’t create it a wasteland but formed it as a habitation:
|, the LORD, and none other!
| didn’t speak in secret
or in some land of darkness;
| didn’t say to the offspring of Jacob,
“Seek me in chaos.”
| am the LORD, the one who speaks truth,
who announces what is correct.

Holy Wisdom, holy word.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Lesson [Rev. Sandra] John 14: 1-14
NRSVUE



‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. In
my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would |
have told you that | go to prepare a place for you? And if | go and prepare a
place for you, | will come again and will take you to myself, so that where |
am, there you may be also. And you know the way to the place where | am
going.” Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going.
How can we know the way?” Jesus said to him, “| am the way and the truth
and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. If you know
me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do know him and have
seen him.”

Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.”
Jesus said to him, “Have | been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do
not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you
say, ‘Show us the Father'? Do you not believe that | am in the Father and
the Father is in me? The words that | say to you | do not speak on my own,
but the Father who dwells in me does his works. Believe me that | am in the
Father and the Father is in me, but if you do not, then believe because of
the works themselves. Very truly, | tell you, the one who believes in me will
also do the works that | do and, in fact, will do greater works than these,
because | am going to the Father. | will do whatever you ask in my name, so
that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If in my name you ask me for
anything, | will do it.

The Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon: “The Preservation of Truth” Rev. Sandra Nichols

RESPONSE TO THE WORD
Attending to the Shelter, Nurture, and Spiritual Fellowship of the Children of God

*Hymn No. 460 “Break Thou the Bread of Life”
*Affirmation of Faith Apostles’ Creed
Congregation

| believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in
Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy
Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he
rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the
right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to
judge the quick and the dead. | believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy




catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the
resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the People

Invitation to Offering

Offertory Jaron Marcus, piano
*Doxology GTG 607 "Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”

*Prayer of Dedication

SENDING FORTH
Attending the Exhibition of the Kingdom of Heaven to the World

*Hymn No. 725 (vv. 1, 2, 4) “O Jesus | Have Promised”
*Blessing and Charge

*Sung Response Hymn No. 601 “Three-Fold Amen”
*Postlude Jaron Marcus, piano

*Please rise in body or spirit.

Participants in Worship:

Rev. Sandra Nichols, preacher
Meredith Snepp, Liturgist
Jaron Marcus, Keyboard/Piano
Peter Blum, Audio/Visual

Matt Blum, Audio/Visual
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