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July 2, 2023  
Trinity Presbyterian Church 

Topeka, Kansas 
 

GATHERING 
We gather as the Body of Christ to encounter God in worship. 

 
Gathering Music  Carol Thomas, Song Leader 

“I Will Sing of the Mercies” (screens)   
“10,000 Reasons” (screens) 
“Let Us with a Gladsome Mind” (Hymn No. 31, vv 1 & 3)  

 

CENTERING WORDS 
How does our ministry honor the past and look forward to the future? 

 
Welcome and Announcements     Becky Jones 
 
Responsive Call to Worship          Congregation 

Grace and peace to you 
in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
This is the day that the Lord has made. 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

 
Prayer of the Day   

 
*Hymn No. 637  “O Sing to the Lord” 
  
Call to Confession  

 
Unison Prayer of Confession  

Gracious God, forgive us… 
Forgive us for our self-indulgent, self-centered tendencies. Our desires 
and actions that “get for ourselves” before thinking of the welfare and 
needs of our brothers and sisters. 
Forgive us for making the world you created in Abundance one of 
scarcity and struggle for food, water, shelter and every other resource 
you created for All to enjoy. 
 

Forgive us our thoughts that deny the bounty that you provide to us 
every day- the bounty of your love for us.  
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Write again on our hearts, your law of Love for You and Love for our 
neighbors.  Redeem us to become your people- the people you created to 
love and care for your bountiful creation. 
 

      (silent confession) 
 

 Responsive Assurance of Forgiveness  Anton Ahrens 
If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
If we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
Thanks be to God! 
 

 Sung Response (Hymn No. 447)  “We Are Forgiven” 
    

THE WORD 
The Word of God in scripture and interpreted in proclamation is the center of 

worship. 

 
Prayer of Illumination     

 
 First Lesson                Genesis 22:1-14                                     

After these things God tested Abraham. He said to him, ‘Abraham!’ And he 
said, ‘Here I am.’ He said, ‘Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, 
and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt-offering on one of 
the mountains that I shall show you.’ 
 
So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his 
young men with him, and his son Isaac; he cut the wood for the burnt-offering, 
and set out and went to the place in the distance that God had shown him. On 
the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place far away. Then Abraham 
said to his young men, ‘Stay here with the donkey; the boy and I will go over 
there; we will worship, and then we will come back to you.’ Abraham took the 
wood of the burnt-offering and laid it on his son Isaac, and he himself carried 
the fire and the knife. So the two of them walked on together. Isaac said to his 
father Abraham, ‘Father!’ And he said, ‘Here I am, my son.’ He said, ‘The fire 
and the wood are here, but where is the lamb for a burnt-offering?’ Abraham 
said, ‘God himself will provide the lamb for a burnt-offering, my son.’ So the 
two of them walked on together. 
 
When they came to the place that God had shown him, Abraham built an altar 
there and laid the wood in order. He bound his son Isaac, and laid him on the 
altar, on top of the wood. Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the 
knife to kill his son. But the angel of the LORD called to him from heaven, and 
said, ‘Abraham, Abraham!’ And he said, ‘Here I am.’ He said, ‘Do not lay your 
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hand on the boy or do anything to him; for now I know that you fear God, since 
you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.’ And Abraham looked 
up and saw a ram, caught in a thicket by its horns. Abraham went and took the 
ram and offered it up as a burnt-offering instead of his son.  So Abraham called 
that place ‘The LORD will provide’; as it is said to this day, ‘On the mount of 
the LORD it shall be provided.’ 
 

This is the Word of the Lord.      
           
 Thanks be to God 
 

Special Music  “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” 
    Victor Labenske 
    Brad Stipcak, Piano 
  
Second Lesson Matthew 10: 40 – 42 

‘Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes 
the one who sent me.  Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet 
will receive a prophet’s reward; and whoever welcomes a righteous person in 
the name of a righteous person will receive the reward of the righteous; and 
whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones in the name 
of a disciple—truly I tell you, none of these will lose their reward.’ 
 
This is the Gospel of Our Lord.  
                   
  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon  “God of Abundance” 
   Anton Ahrens  
  

 RESPONSE TO THE WORD 
We respond to the Word of God in prayer and by offering ourselves and our 

substance. 

 
*Hymn No. 523 vv 1,4 & 5  “You Satisfy the Hungry Heart” 
   
Statement of Faith  (Confession of 1967)   

The reconciliation of humankind through Jesus Christ makes it plain that 
enslaving poverty in a world of abundance is an intolerable violation of 
God’s good creation. Because Jesus identified himself with the needy 
and exploited, the cause of the world’s poor is the cause of his disciples. 
The church cannot condone poverty, whether it is the product of unjust 
social structures, exploitation of the defenseless, lack of national 
resources, absence of technological understanding, or rapid expansion 
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of populations. The church calls all people to use their abilities, their 
possessions, and the fruits of technology as gifts entrusted to them by 
God for the maintenance of their families and the advancement of the 
common welfare. 

 
Prayers of the People   
  
Call to Offering    

 
Offertory   “Faith of Our Fathers” 
   Charles Callahan 
   Brad Stipcak, Organ 
 
*Doxology   ( Hymn No. 607)  Congregation 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow   
Praise Holy Spirit evermore; 
Praise Triune God whom we adore. 
Amen. 

 
*Prayer of Dedication   (adapted from Isaiah 58:11-12) 
            
Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.  

 

SENDING FORTH 
Worship equips us to go forth to serve God in the world. 

 
*Sending Hymn No. 727  “Will You Let Me Be Your Servant”  
    
*Charge and Blessing 

 
*Sung Response (Hymn No. 600)  “Amen” 
     
*Postlude                                         “Come, Thou Almighty King” 
  Felipe de Giardini 
  Brad Stipcak, Organ 
  
*Please rise in body or spirit. 
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Participating in Worship Leadership: 
Anton Ahrens, Presider 
Becky Jones, Liturgist 
Brad Stipcak, Dir. of Music 
Jaron Marcus, Piano 
Carol Thomas, Song Leader 
Peter Sandquist, Audio/Visual 
Matt Blum, Audio/Visual 

 
Words to hymns reprinted with permission under Onelicense.net # A-715286 
CCLI Songs-1205798;  CCLI Streaming-20738157 

 
New Revised Standard Version Bible: Anglicized Edition, copyright © 1989, 1995 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 
 


