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May 21, 2023 
 Ascension of the Lord 

 Trinity Presbyterian Church 
Topeka, Kansas 

 

 
Pre-Service Music  “Give Thanks” 
   Henry Smith 
   Jaron Marcus, Piano 
 

GATHERING 
We gather as the Body of Christ to encounter God in worship. 

 
Prelude  “Come Now is the Time to Worship”  
   Brian Doerkson 
   Jaron Marcus, Piano 
 

CENTERING WORDS 
Where have you experienced the peace of Christ? 

 
Welcome and Announcements     Jon Farrell-Higgins 
 
Introit “A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing!” 
 Alfred V. Fedak 
 Trinity Heritage Choir 
 Jaron Marcus, Piano 
 
Responsive Call to Worship     Congregation 

Let us gather in this space. 
We gather from many places.  
Let us center ourselves for worship. 
We are one in the Spirit with joy in our hearts.  
Let us receive God’s blessing. 
God’s blessing is ours. We are God’s beloved! Amen!  

 
Prayer of the Day   

 

*Hymn No. 697 vv. 1-4  “Take My Life”  
 
Call to Confession  
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Unison Prayer of Confession  
Christ who was and is and is to come, we stand looking up at the 
heavens, looking for you there. Forgive us for believing that you have 
left us. Forgive us for failing to recognize you in the world around us. 

Forgive us for waiting idly for your return, instead of doing the work you 
have called us to do. You are above us, around us, before us, and within 
us; help us to embody you in our time and place, today, tomorrow, and 
forevermore. Amen. 

 (silent confession) 

Responsive Assurance of Forgiveness  Rev. Meredith Kemp-Pappan 
 

 Sung Response (Hymn No. 447)  “We Are Forgiven” 
    

THE WORD 
The Word of God in scripture and interpreted in proclamation is the center of 

worship. 

 
Sermon on the Steps  Bev Thompson 

 
Prayers of Blessing and Farewell for LouNell Gustavson  Rev. Mere 

 
Prayer of Illumination              
         

 First Lesson                                                    Ephesians 1: 15-23 
I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, 
and for this reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in 
my prayers, that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may 
give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, so that, 
with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may perceive what is the hope to 
which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among 
the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who 
believe, according to the working of his great power. God put this power to 
work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right 
hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and 
dominion and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in 
the age to come. And he has put all things under his feet and has made him 
the head over all things for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him 
who fills all in all. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord.      
           

 Thanks be to God 
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Anthem “Assurance” 
  John Ness Beck 
  Trinity Heritage Choir 
  Jaron Marcus, Piano 
 
Second Lesson       Luke 24: 44-53 

Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still 
with you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, 
and the psalms must be fulfilled.” Then he opened their minds to understand 
the scriptures, and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to 
suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day and that repentance and 
forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning 
from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. And see, I am sending 
upon you what my Father promised, so stay here in the city until you have been 
clothed with power from on high.” 

Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed 
them. While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up 
into heaven. And they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy,  
and they were continually in the temple blessing God. 
 

This is the Gospel of Our Lord.  
                
 Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon                                                   Heads in the Clouds, Feet on the Ground  
   Rev. Meredith Kemp-Pappan  
  

 RESPONSE TO THE WORD 
We respond to the Word of God in prayer and by offering ourselves and our 

substance. 

 
*Hymn No. 310 (vv. 1-3)  “Let Us Build a House” 
  Jaron, Piano 
 

Litany of Thanksgiving for Trinity’s 70th Anniversary 
   

(After every petition, the congregation responds: We give you thanks, O God.) 

 

Prayers of the People   

 
Invitation to the Offering  
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Offertory   “The Church’s One Foundation” 
   arr. Cindy Berry 
   Jaron Marcus, Piano 
 
*Doxology    Hymn No. 607  Congregation 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow   
¹Praise Holy Spirit evermore; 
Praise Triune God whom we adore. 
Amen. 

 
*Prayer of Dedication   

 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.  

     

SENDING FORTH 
Worship equips us to go forth to serve God in the world. 

 
*Sending Hymn No. 295                                 “Go To the World!” 
  
*Charge and Blessing    

 
*Sung Response GTG 589  “Alleluia” 
   
  
*Postlude                                          “10,000 Reasons (Bless the Lord Oh My Soul”  
   Matt Redman 
   Jaron Marcus, Piano 
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*Please rise in body or spirit. 
 
Participating in Worship Leadership: 
Rev. Meredith Kemp-Pappan, Presider 
Jon Farrell-Higgins, Liturgist 
Bev Thompson, Sermon on the Steps 
Brad Stipcak, Dir. of Music 
Jaron Marcus, Piano 
Anton Ahrens, Audio/Visual 
Peter Sandquist, Audio/Visual 
Matt Blum, Audio/Visual 

 
Words to hymns reprinted with permission under Onelicense.net # A-715286 
CCLI Songs-1205798;  CCLI Streaming-20738157 

 
New Revised Standard Version Bible: Anglicized Edition, copyright © 1989, 1995 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 
 


