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May 7, 2023 

5th Sunday of Easter 
Trinity Presbyterian Church 

Topeka, Kansas 
 

 
 
 

 
Pre-Service Music                       “10,000 Reasons (Bless the Lord, Oh My Soul)” 
   Matt Redman 
   Jaron Marcus, Organ 
 

GATHERING 
We gather as the Body of Christ to encounter God in worship. 

 
Prelude  “Prelude No. 1” 
   Jacques-Nicolas Lemmens 
   Brad Stipcak, Organ 
 

CENTERING WORDS 
Where have you experienced the peace of Christ? 

 
Welcome and Announcements     Meredith Snepp 

 
Introit “Come, Behold! The Feast of Heaven” 
 Robert Williams 
 Trinity Heritage Choir 
 Jaron Marcus, Piano  
 
Responsive Call to Worship           Congregation 

We come together as the church; 
not a building of wood or stone, 
but a spiritual house. 
We will be the living stones 
that shout praise even when others are silent. 
God redeems us, joins us together, and builds us up. 
 

Prayer of the Day   
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*Hymn No. 463 (vv.1, 2, 5)  “How Firm a Foundation” 
 
Call to Confession 

 
Prayer of Confession 

Christ, our way, our truth, our life, you have shown us the way, so 
clearly and fully. You have not simply told us how to live, you have 
shown us. But we still don’t get it. We do not believe all you have said to 
us; we do not trust the way you have shown us. Help us, O God. Forgive 
us. Open our ears to your truth, open our eyes to your way, and lead us 
into new life.   

 
        (silent confession) 

 
Assurance of Forgiveness  Rev. Meredith Kemp-Pappan 

 
 Sung Response (Hymn No. 447)  “We Are Forgiven” 
    

THE WORD 
The Word of God in scripture and interpreted in proclamation is the center of 

worship. 

 
Sermon on the Steps  Jenny Lee 
 
Prayer of Illumination     
 

First Lesson                                                    1 Peter 2: 2-10 
Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may 
grow into salvation— if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 
Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and 
precious in God’s sight, and like living stones let yourselves be built into a 
spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable 
to God through Jesus Christ. For it stands in scripture: 
“See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious, 
and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
 
This honor, then, is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe, 
“The stone that the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner,” 
and “A stone that makes them stumble and a rock that makes them fall.” 
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 
But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own 
people, in order that you may proclaim the excellence of him who called you 
out of darkness into his marvelous light. 
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Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; 
once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.      
 
  Thanks be to God 

 
Second Lesson    John 14: 1-14 

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. In my 
Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have 
told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place 
for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there 
you may be also. And you know the way to the place where I am going.” 
Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we 
know the way?” Jesus said to him, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No 
one comes to the Father except through me. If you know me, you will know 
my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 
Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” Jesus 
said to him, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not 
know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, 
‘Show us the Father’? Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the 
Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own, but 
the Father who dwells in me does his works. Believe me that I am in the 
Father and the Father is in me, but if you do not, then believe because of the 
works themselves. Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also 
do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I 
am going to the Father. I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the 
Father may be glorified in the Son. If in my name you ask me for anything, I 
will do it. 
 

         This is the Gospel of Our Lord.  
                   

         Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon  Room For More  
   Rev. Meredith Kemp-Pappan  
  

 RESPONSE TO THE WORD 
We respond to the Word of God in prayer and by offering ourselves and our 

substance. 

 
*Hymn No. 497 (vv. 1-3)  “Bread of Life From Heaven” 
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Affirmation of Faith   
This is the good news  
which we have received,  
in which we stand, 
and by which we are saved, 
if we hold it fast: 
that Christ died for our sins 
according to the scriptures, 
that he was buried, 
that he was raised on the third day, 
and that he appeared 
first to the women, 
then to Peter, and to the Twelve, 
and then to many faithful witnesses. 
We believe that Jesus is the Christ, 
the Son of the living God. 
Jesus Christ is the first and the last, 
the beginning and the end; 
he is our Lord and our God. Amen. 

 
Invitation to the Offering    

 
Offertory   “O Christ, Thou Lamb of God” 
   Paul Manz 
   Brad Stipcak, Organ 
 
*Doxology    Hymn No. 607  Congregation 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow   
Praise Christ, all people here below;  
¹Praise Holy Spirit evermore; 
Praise Triune God whom we adore. 
Amen. 

 
*Prayer of Dedication   
 

CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
By sharing the cup and the loaf, we recall God’s everlasting covenant with us. 

 

Anthem  “Let Us Break Bread Together” 

  African-American Spiritual 

  Trinity Heritage Choir 

  Jaron Marcus, Piano 
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Invitation to the Table 

 

Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you.  
And also with you. 
 Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord. 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.  

 

Breaking of Bread 

 

Communion of the People 

 

Communion Music  “In Remembrance of Me” 

  Buryl Red 

  Brad Stipcak, Organ 

 

Prayer After Communion 

     

SENDING FORTH 
Worship equips us to go forth to serve God in the world. 

 
*Sending Hymn No. 852                        “When the Lord Redeems the Very Least” 
    
*Responsive Charge and Blessing    

 
*Sung Response GTG 589  “Alleluia”  
    
*Postlude         “Come to the Table” 
   Martin J. Nystrom 
   Jaron Marcus, Piano 
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*Please rise in body or spirit. 
 
Participating in Worship Leadership: 
Rev. Meredith Kemp-Pappan, Presider 
Meredith Snepp, Liturgist 
Jenny Lee, Sermon on the Steps 
Brad Stipcak, Dir. of Music 
Jaron Marcus, Piano 
Peter Sandquist, Audio/Visual 
Matt Blum, Audio/Visual 

 
Words to hymns reprinted with permission under Onelicense.net # A-715286 
CCLI Songs-1205798;  CCLI Streaming-20738157 

 
New Revised Standard Version Bible: Anglicized Edition, copyright © 1989, 1995 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 
 


