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The one who
enters by the
gate is the
shepherd of
the sheep.

JOHN 10:2

Pre-Service Music “Bradbury”
Charles Callahan
Brad Stipcak, Organ

GATHERING
We gather as the Body of Christ to encounter God in worship.

Prelude “Prelude on TALLIS’ CANON”
Charles Callahan
Brad Stipcak, Organ

CENTERING WORDS
Where have you experienced the peace of Christ?

Welcome and Announcements Vicky Walters

Introit “Oh Them Gospel Flutes”
Markus Plattner
Prairie Wind Flute Choir

Responsive Call to Worship Congregation
Hear Jesus’s great truth:
| am the gate for the sheep!
We recognize this voice.
We’ve heard these words before.
Come in! You belong here!
You are safe and cared for here!
We recognize the voice of our shepherd.
Follow and find green pastures and still waters!
We hear his voice.
| come to give life and give it abundantly.
Come one, come all!

1-6



Prayer of the Day
*Hymn No. 408 “There’s A Sweet, Sweet Spirit”
Call to Confession

Responsive Prayer of Confession
The Lord is my shepherd, | shall not want.
But, O Lord, we are consumed with wanting more.

God makes me lie down in green pastures, leads me beside still waters, and
restores my soul.

But, O Lord, other pastures seem greener.

The waters aren’t always still.

Our souls still thirst.

The Holy One leads me in right paths for their name’s sake.
O Lord, we long to be led by you,
though we may complain along the path.

Even though | walk through the darkest valley, | fear no evil,

for you are with me; your rod and your staff—they comfort me.

And yet, O God, we do sometimes fear.

May we feel your presence, your comfort and your forgiveness anew.

You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.

O God, sometimes we refuse to sit down at your table.
Forgive us and help us to see your overflowing mercy.

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and | shall dwell in the house of the Lord my whole life long.
Forgive us, God, and lead us into your house.

Assurance of Forgiveness Rev. Meredith Kemp-Pappan
Sung Response (Hymn No. 447) “We Are Forgiven”
THE WORD
The Word of God in scripture and interpreted in proclamation is the center of
worship.
Recognition of Graduates Rev. Mere & Karen Meenen
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Prayer of Illumination

First Lesson Acts 2: 42-47
The believers devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, to the community,
to their shared meals, and to their prayers. A sense of awe came over
everyone. God performed many wonders and signs through the apostles. All
the believers were united and shared everything. They would sell pieces of
property and possessions and distribute the proceeds to everyone who needed
them. Every day, they met together in the temple and ate in their homes. They
shared food with gladness and simplicity. They praised God and demonstrated
God’s goodness to everyone. The Lord added daily to the community those
who were being saved.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God

Special Music “Hallelujah”
Cohen/arr. Marani
Prairie Wind Flute Choir

Second Lesson John 10: 1-10
| assure you that whoever doesn’t enter into the sheep pen through the gate
but climbs over the wall is a thief and an outlaw. The one who enters through
the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. The guard at the gate opens the gate for
him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and
leads them out. Whenever he has gathered all of his sheep, he goes before
them and they follow him, because they know his voice. They won'’t follow a
stranger but will run away because they don’t know the stranger’s voice.”
Those who heard Jesus use this analogy didn’t understand what he was
saying.

So Jesus spoke again, “l assure you that | am the gate of the sheep. All who
came before me were thieves and outlaws, but the sheep didn’t listen to them.
| am the gate. Whoever enters through me will be saved. They will come in and
go out and find pasture. The thief enters only to steal, kill, and destroy. | came
so that they could have life—indeed, so that they could live life to the fullest.

This is the Gospel of Our Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon The Good Shepherd
Rev. Meredith Kemp-Pappan
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RESPONSE TO THE WORD
We respond to the Word of God in prayer and by offering ourselves and our
substance.

*Hymn No. 187 “Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us”

Affirmation of Faith
This is the good news
which we have received,
in which we stand,
and by which we are saved,
if we hold it fast:
that Christ died for our sins
according to the scriptures,
that he was buried,
that he was raised on the third day,
and that he appeared
first to the women,
then to Peter, and to the Twelve,
and then to many faithful witnesses.
We believe that Jesus is the Christ,
the Son of the living God.
Jesus Christ is the first and the last,
the beginning and the end;
he is our Lord and our God. Amen.

Commissioning of JUMP Nehemiah Assembly Attendees
Invitation to the Offering

Offertory “Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring”
J.S. Bach/ tran. Bill Holcombe
Brad Stipcak, Organ

*Doxology Hymn No. 607 Congregation
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow
Praise Christ, all people here below;
Praise Holy Spirit evermore;
Praise Triune God whom we adore.
Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication
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Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive
our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

SENDING FORTH
Worship equips us to go forth to serve God in the world.

*Sending Hymn (screens) O Jesus, You Were Born to Be”
text: Carolyn Winfrey Gillete
tune: “O Waly Waly”
1) O Jesus, you were born to be
God's gift to save humanity;
And one great day we're moving toward,
All life will bow and call you Lord!

2) You are the Bread that satisfies,
The Light that guides us through our lives,
The Gate that leads us safely home,
The Shepherd calling to your own.

3) O Jesus, you're the living Way,
The Resurrection, God's new Day.
You give us hope and make us new;
How wondrous is our life in you!

*Responsive Charge and Blessing
Everyone was struck with awe by the signs and wonders of the early church.
This week, let’s show signs and wonders of our church.
The resurrection power of Jesus Christ, Shepherd of the Church, is upon us.
Jesus came that all may have life and have it abundantly!
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow us all the days of our lives!
May goodness and mercy flow from us all the days of our lives! Amen.

*Sung Response GTG 589 “‘Alleluia”
*Postlude “Home On The Range”
Prairie Wind Flute Choir

Congregational Sing-a-long

*Please rise in body or spirit.
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Participating in Worship Leadership:
Rev. Meredith Kemp-Pappan, Presider
Karen Meenen, Dir. CE & Outreach
Vicky Walters, Liturgist

Brad Stipcak, Dir. of Music

Jaron Marcus, Piano

Peter Sandquist, Audio/Visual

Matt Blum, Audio/Visual

Prairie Wind Flute Choir

Words to hymns reprinted with permission under Onelicense.net # A-715286
CCLI Songs-1205798; CCLI Streaming-20738157

New Revised Standard Version Bible: Anglicized Edition, copyright © 1989, 1995

National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by
permission. All rights reserved worldwide.
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